
 

 
 

 

 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING AT St. PATRICK’S COURT, PEEL 

2pm 23rd September 2022 

Those present:      Alistair Lothian – AL,    David Leiserach – DL,   Peter Gunn – PG,    Peter Corkish – PC,            
Jack Verity – JV,   Paul de Weert – PdW,   Lesley Parkington – LP. 

Due to Alistair Lothian temporarily standing down as Chairman,  Peter Gunn has taken on the role of acting 
Chairman.   

1. Apologies: Gill Smith. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting:  having been circulated beforehand, were approved and signed by 
acting Chairman, Peter Gunn. 

3. Matters arising from previous meeting:  

• Website update:  Web administrator, Callum Staley has made several small adjustments to 
the website. These include the words ‘The Island’s premier Walking Group’ under the title 
on the home page.                                                                                                                             
The removal of the compulsory date of birth on the ‘Join us’ page.                                                  
The removal of the ‘postcode’  from the risk assessment and the addition of a 
‘What3Words’ option.                                                                                                                                   
AL advised that ‘What3Words’ option is not working correctly.    

ACTION: AL will advise Callum RE: W3W.  

• Winter Talks:   November 16th with Jo Overty of Manx Biosphere.                                              
January 11th with Adrian Cowin of the Manx Meteorological Office.                                         
February 22nd Ellan Vannin Pipe Band.                                                                                                    
All talks will start at 7pm on Wednesdays at Mylchreest Court, Peel.    

4. Correspondence:  Lesley Parkington 

• Peter Stone of the Henley & Goring Ramblers has emailed to thank the MFCG for the walks 
we put on for their group. They all had a wonderful time.  

• LP read out a letter of thanks sent to Margaret Cambell, the new Thursday group walks             
co-ordinator, for taking over the role from Tony Archibald.  

• AL received an email from a member asking if a reminder can be sent out to all walk 
leaders to remind them that a risk assessment is necessary.  LP feels that this is 
unnecessary as the Safety Officer receives 95% of risk assessments on time and personally 
reminds those who may forget.   PdW is happy to give advice to anyone unable to 
complete the online forms.  



 

 
 

 

 

• Due to the interest from MFCG members in helping with the Milton Mountaineers recent 
holiday on the IoM David Grimshaw has asked if details of a MM HF holiday in Glencoe 
booked for October 2023 can be circulated to the group.   LP suggested that this can be 
done in the New Year.   DL suggested that we could include this in the Autumn newsletter.      

• Regarding the updating of the MFCG Walking Books David Grimshaw suggested applying to 
IoM Government for practical or financial help for reprinting. 

• A past member has contacted LP regarding an item on previous minutes.  LP was 
concerned that non-members have access to the ‘Member’s Page’ password.  The 
committee agreed that the password should be changed each April with the new walks 
schedules.  

5. Treasurer’s Report:   Jack Verity  23.09.22 

          2016.      2017.         2018.        2019.         2020       2021 
Subs.                           1588.      1606.         1578.        1724.         1640.       1725 
Bank interest.                   9.            2.              13.            29.               9.           29 
Donations.                                      40               20             40              40.           40 
Book Sales                   375          809           1013.          540.           218.         540 
 

  Current a/c Bank Balance at 31/08/2022.      4730.90 
Savings a/c Bank Balance at 31/08/2022.   14434.12 
Income: 
We are expecting income of £58.73 from 7.5% commission on book sales 
Major Expenditure: 
Website costs.                            110 
Donation to Wildlife Trust.       100 

  
6. Membership Secretary’s Report – read by LP in GS absence 23.09.22 

 
As at 21/9/22, the Group has 286 paid up members.                                                                        
Additionally (ie not included in the above figure) the Group received temporary membership 
payments from 24 Henley & Goring Ramblers for their use of MFCG expertise, guidance and 
insurance during their trip to the island in July.                                                                                             
Included in the 286 members are 2 gift membership payments, although the recipients of the gifts 
have not returned their membership forms nor have they participated in any walks, to my 
knowledge, so I conclude that they do not wish to activate their memberships.                                             
2 membership forms have been submitted in the last 2 months for which no subs have been paid. 
We currently have 13 members with no email address. 

7. Data Protection Report, September 2022 – read by LP in GS absence 23.09.22 

To my knowledge there have been no data protection breaches since the last Committee Meeting. 

One member has claimed a breach against them. This claim will be considered at the Committee 
Meeting on 23/9/22, however in my opinion the nature of the ‘breach’ amounts more to a lack of 
discretion by a member with regard to hearsay/rumour and does not relate to a breach of known 
facts, and is of a personal nature rather than a Data Protection breach by the MFCG.                            
The committee agreed with the Data Protection Officer’s opinion. 

 



 

 
 

 

8. Footpaths Officer’ Report:  David Leiserach 23.09.22 

Road closures:                                                                                                                                                             
159 - Glen Roy to Baldhoon Road due to flood damage until 13.02.236.                                              
268 -Ballahick Farm Lane, Ballasalla  closed due to construction of Ballasalla roundabout until 
09.08.23.                                                                                                                                                                        
285 – Ballacomish diversion to suit animals on adjoining land until 06.01.23                                                 
352  - Arbory Road to the Southern side of CRHS grounds closed until 15.11.22 (possible extension) 
423 – Scout Glen from Athol Bridge to Grenaby to 05.11.22 (possible extension)                                             
512 – Maughold to Port Mooar until 10.03.23 (possible extension)                                                                                                  
632 – Riverbank Road to Gardeners Lane, Ramsey, general damage closed to 09.12.22 (possible 
extension)                                                                                                                                                             
Groudle Hotel to Groudle Glen due to landslip 26.09.22 for 1 week.                                                       
DL advised that he has logged 21 PRoW defects in the last two months.    

Following comments from several members LP asked if the boardwalk on the summit of North 
Barrule has been replaced yet as the wood was airlifted to the top in May.  DL replied that he has 
been informed that work will commence soon.  JV stated that the old boardwalk is treacherous and 
a danger to walk on.  

9. Safety Officer’s Report: Paul de Weert 23.09.22 

• Risk Assessments: PdW advised the committee that the level of compliance regarding Risk 
Assessments is very good and he reminds those who forget to submit one. 

• Incident Reports:  There have been no incidents since the last meeting. 

10 – 11 Lily Publications:  

In order for Lily Publications to continue to publish the MFCG walking books they will require us to 
provide new routes, new photographs and new maps. This will be a huge undertaking for very little 
return as Lily have dropped the rate of commission from 20% to 7.5% and will not republish all of 
the books as five new walking books have come onto the market this year.  The committee has 
looked into various options including self publication, which would be very cost prohibitive, and 
putting our walks online.  This option will require more detailed thought and investigation.                                     
DL has recently given a talk to a local group on the history of the MFCG and with this in mind AL 
suggested incorporating the information DL has gathered, along with the original books, onto the 
‘History’ page of the website so that they are not lost. AL also suggested that we could create maps 
of circular walks perhaps with the collaboration of the relevant government department.                          
DL suggested that DfE or Visit IoM may be interested in this project.  The committee will explore 
these possibilities in more detail.                                                                                                                            
The committee agreed that we should allow Lily Publication to sell through the remaining stocks of 
books and decide on an alternative way forward.  This will result in a loss of income but we have a 
good bank balance at the moment and it should be several years before we need to increase 
subscriptions.   All agreed that the current £10 p.a. is very good value.  PdW suggested that we 
could possibly use the government Mangis system to create maps.  

12. Heritage Open Days:  

Sunday 02.10.22 JV will give a talk on ‘Tynwald Hill, the Fairfield and the Royal Chapel’ 

Sunday 09.10.22 Brian Beattie will give a talk on ‘A walk through time in Dhoon Glen’ 

13. Winter Talks:  

As discussed in item 3. 



 

 
 

 

 

14. Winter Walks schedules: 

PC advised that the Tuesday schedule is almost complete. The Thursday schedule is complete. The 
Sunday schedule is almost full.  LP asked PC to include the date of Sunday 11th December for the 
MFCG Carol Service onto the schedule.  

15. Special Interest Walks:  

This is walks that coincide with Manx Traditions. The first will be 10.30am on 26th December to join  
in the tradition of ‘Hunt the Wren’ at St. Johns. After the walk we would return to St. Johns in time 
to watch ‘Crammag’, the Manx version of shinty.  

Tuesday 4th July 2023 ‘Rushes to South Barrule’.  

Wednesday 5th July 2023 is Gef the Mongoose’s birthday. This would suit an evening walk to 
Dhoolish Cashen the ‘alleged’ home of Gef.  

16. AOB: 

• JV suggested that the application form to join the group should ask if the applicant has any 
health or mobility issues.  DL felt that it is sufficient to ask for walkers to make any issues 
known to the leader before the walk in case of emergency.  PdW suggested that walk 
leaders have a script to read before each walk.  He will create a pocket sized template. 

• LP suggested a small gift for Tony Archibald’s years as Thursday walks co-ordinator. All 
agreed.  Various gifts were discussed and the committee will look into it.  

17. Date and time of next meeting:  2pm Monday 21st November at Mylchreest Court, Peel. 

Meeting Closed at 4.30pm 

 

PETER GUNN 

 

 

 

 

ACTING CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

 


